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HAROLD  GILLIAM  TO  TALK  ON  SAN  FRANCISCO  BAY 

Mr.  Harold  Gilliam  will  give  a talk  on  “San  Francisco  Bay  — Conserva- 
tion and  Politics’  at  our  regular  January  meeting.  Mr.  Gilliam,  author  of 
San  Francisco  Bay  and  Island  in  Time,  is  a columnist  and  lecturer. 

This  meeting  will  be  held  Thursday,  January  14,  at  the  First  Unitarian 
Church,  Franklin  and  Geary  Streets,  San  Francisco.  The  evening  will  start 
with  a social  hour  at  6 p.m.  and  dinner  ($1.50  per  person)  at  6:30.  Our 
regular  meeting  will  begin  at  7:30  p.m.  if  you  plan  to  come  for  dinner, 
please  let  us  hear  from  you  by  Tuesday,  January  12,  so  that  we  can  buy  the 
right  quantity  of  food.  Phone  Mrs.  Bonnie  Smith  in  San  Francisco  (OV  1- 
7635).  We’ll  look  forward  to  seeing  you  — and  a friend  — THOMAS  B. 
WILLIAMSON,  Program  Chairman. 

$50,000  GIFT  TO  AUDUBON  CANYON  RANCH 

The  board  of  directors  of  Audubon  Canyon  Ranch  are  happy  to  an- 
nounce the  receipt  of  a gift  of  $50,000  to  the  land  purchase  fund  in  memory 
of  Herbert  F.  and  Dorothy  Constable  Schwarz.  This  generous  memorial 
was  made  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schwarz’s  four  daughters  and  their  husbands: 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Richard  J.  Stock  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  H.  French  of  New 
York;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gerald  D.  Hines  of  Houston;  and  Miss  Marjorie  D. 
Schwarz  of  Hong  Kong.  Miss  Schwarz  will  move  to  San  Francisco  early 
in  1965. 

Mr.  Schwarz  was  for  many  years  associated  as  an  entomologist  with 
the  Museum  of  Natural  History  in  New  York.  As  a natural  scientist  he 
travelled  widely,  working  close  to  nature  in  many  parts  of  the  world.  The 
board  has  voted  to  name  the  redwood  grove  in  which  the  rookery  is  located 
in  memory  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schwarz. 

Audubon  Canyon  Ranch  as  an  entity  and  both  the  parent  Audubon 
societies  are  deeply  grateful  to  those  who  made  this  wonderful  gift.  The 
Schwarz  donation,  in  addition  to  the  many  generous  contributions  which 
were  made  during  the  last  several  months,  brings  the  purchase  fund  almost 
to  the  point  of  completion.  — WILLIAM  S.  PICHER,  Chairman  of  Audu- 
bon Canyon  Ranch  and  President  of  Marin  Audubon  Society. 

FIELD  TRIPS  FOR  JANUARY 

Sunday,  January  10,  to  Dillon’s  Beach.  Meet  at  Point  Reyes  Station 
at  9 a.m.  This  trip  has  been  planned  to  study  the  bird  life  of  the  east  side 
of  Tomales  Bay.  The  wintering  species  are  probably  all  in,  so  large  groups 
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of  water  and  shore  birds  should  be  seen.  Harlequin  duck,  red-necked  grebe, 
black  brant  and  bald  eagle  have  been  seen  here.  A visit  will  also  be  made  to 
the  Pacific  Marine  Laboratory  at  Dillon’s  Beach.  Bring  lunches,  binoculars, 
telescopes  and  interested  friends.  Leader,  Harold  G.  Peterson,  Phone  568- 
7534. 

Tuesday,  January  12,  to  Golden  Gate  Park.  This  trip  will  start  at  9:30 
a.m.  from  the  Aquarium  in  Golden  Gate  Park  which  can  be  reached  by 
taking  the  No.  10  Municipal  bus.  Suuch  interesting  species  as  varied  and 
hermit  thrush,  orange-crowned,  myrtle,  Audubon’s  and  Townsend’s  warb- 
lers may  be  seen.  Anna’s  hummingbird  nests  might  be  seen  as  they  start 
nesting  activities  as  early  as  December.  Leader  to  be  announced. 

Sunday,  January  17,  to  Richardson  Bay  and  other  Marin  peninsula 
points.  We  will  visit  the  Richardson  Bay  Wildlife  Refuge  established 
through  the  efforts  of  the  Richardson  Bay  Foundation  and  the  National 
Audubon  Society.  This  area  was  patrolled  by  an  Audubon  Warden,  Mr. 
John  C.  Larson,  Jr.,  during  the  last  waterfowl  hunting  season.  He  will  be 
present  to  give  us  a talk  on  the  history  of  the  Victorian  house  restored  by 
Mr.  Donald  Dickey,  and  the  bird  population  occupying  the  sanctuary  dur- 
ing the  winter  months. 

Meet  at  the  parking  area  just  north  of  the  Richardson  Bay  Bridge  on 
U.S.  Highway  101  at  9 a.m.  Bring  lunch,  warm  clothing,  binoculars,  and 
interested  friends.  Leader,  Elizabeth  S.  Lennon,  ED  2-1641. 

Saturday,  January  23,  to  Lake  Merritt  and  Joaquin  Miller  Park,  Oak- 
land. Lake  Merritt  is  a good  place  to  observe  many  species  of  water  birds  at 
close  range.  Some  unusual  birds  may,  also,  be  seen  in  the  pens  and  on 
display  in  the  dome.  A visit  to  the  Rotary  Natural  Science  Center  is  interest- 
ing and  educational.  This  nationally  known  wildlife  refuge  is  becoming 
more  important  to  this  community  every  year.  Many  groups  use  its  facilities 
to  learn  about  nature  and  wildlife.  Meet  at  the  Rotaiy  Natural  Science 
Center  in  Lakeside  Park  near  the  feeding  areas  at  9 a.m.  Bring  lunch,  warm 
clothing,  binoculars,  telescopes  and  interested  friends.  Leader,  Paul  F. 
Covel,  KE  6-4120. 

Those  wishing  to  go  to  Joaquin  Miller  Park  and  the  Robin  Roost,  meet  again  at 
the  Rotary  Science  Center  at  1 p.m.  From  there  travel  will  be  by  auto.  If  weather  per- 
mits and  the  robins  cooperate,  a demonstration  of  bird  banding  will  be  given  by 
members  of  the  W.  B.  B.  A.  at  the  above  designated  area.  In  the  event  of  bad 
weather,  Paul  Covel  will  show  a movie  in  the  science  center.  HAROLD  G.  PETERSON, 
Field  Trips  Chairman. 


FIELD  TRIP  FOR  CHILDREN 

We  will  have  our  next  trip  for  the  children  at  the  Ocean  Beach,  San  Francisco  on 
January  30.  Just  a year  ago  you  went  with  me  and  I think  it  is  about  time  for  us  to  go 
looking  for  beach  treasures  once  more.  We  will  start  at  10:30  opposite  the  house  of 
Recreation  for  the  Handicapped,  which  is  west  of  Fleischhacker  Pool.  Bring  your  lunch 
in  a bandana  to  tie  in  your  belt  so  that  your  hands  will  be  free  for  picking  up  things. 
Also  bring  along  a milk  carton  to  carry  your  findings  home  for  your  collection,  and  if 
you  didn’t  learn  how  to  make  a carryall  from  a milk  carton  last  year  we’ll  show  you 
this  time.  The  trip  will  end  at  1:30  at  the  same  place  where  we  started.  Children  eight 
years  of  age  and  younger  must  be  accompanied  by  an  adult  and  all  adults  must  be  ac- 
companied by  a child. 
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About  Clams  and  Other  Molluscs 

i i.  ^\c  you  last  year  about  some  of  the  animals  we  can  hope  to  find  on  the  beach, 
but  not  very  much  about  shells,  for  of  course  we’ll  find  shells  here.  There  will  be  many 
broken  ones  but  it  we  look  carefully  we  may  come  across  some  perfect  clam  and 
mussel  shells,  then  if  we  examine  them  carefully  we’ll  discover  how  the  animals  which 
made  them  once  attached  themselves  to  the  shell  so  that  they  could  live  securely  within. 

i'  we  look  carefully  inside  of  the  shells  of  these  bivalves  or  two-shelled  molluscs, 
w , ‘jl  lhe  top  a very  delicate  hinge.  This  hinge  fits  into  a similar  place  on  the 

otnei  shell  ot  the  pair.  Near  the  hinge  is  a bump,  known  as  the  umbo.  Here  the  shell 
began  its  growth,  always  adding  to  the  rounded,  lower  edge  as  the  animal  within  grew 
larger. 

The  inside  of  the  shell  may  be  shiny  and  bright  with  colors.  Shell  buttons  are  cut 
from  large  clam  shells  and  in  oysters,  ( another  bivalve ) pearls  are  sometimes  formed 
from  this  shiny  material. 

\ou  will  also  notice  two  roundish  marks  inside  the  shell.  It  was  at  these  places 
where  the  muscles  were  attached  which  enabled  the  animal  to  open  and  close  the 
two  parts  of  tire  shell.  Along  the  edge  you  will  also  find  the  places  where  the  mantle 
of  the  shell  was  attached.  The  mantle  made  the  material  from  which  the  shell  is  built, 
tor  it  lay  right  along  the  edge  and  was  able  to  deposit  new  material  which  it  took 
from  the  minerals  in  sea  water. 

The  animals  which  build  such  shells  have  soft  bodies.  That  is  why  they  are 
called  molluscs,  for  this  means  soft.  But  though  their  bodies  are  soft  they  also  have 
many  parts,  like  ours,  gills  for  breathing,  stomachs  for  digesting,  muscles,  a heart  and 
many  more.  Each  animal  has,  of  course,  a mouth  which  picks  up  food  particles  that 
have  washed  over  the  gills  as  the  water  runs  through  them.  This  water  also  brings 
the  animal  oxygen  to  breathe.  Of  course,  molluscs  such  as  these  have  no  heads  but  that 
doesn’t  mean  that  they  don’t  have  some  sort  of  brain  to  send  messages  to  the  various 
parts  of  the  body.  Such  a brain  is  just  a bundle  of  nerves  called  a ganglion.  What  mess- 
ages does  a clam  or  mussel  need  to  send? 

If  a clam  wants  to  move  about  it  must  send  a message  to  its  heavy  “foot”  which 
pushes  out  and  catches  hold  in  the  mud.  Then  a message  goes  to  the  “foot”  to  contract  or 
shorten.  In  this  way  the  animal  pulls  itself  along.  A mussel,  on  the  other  hand,  is 
attached  to  rocks  or  stones  by  a bundle  of  threads.  If  it  wants  to  move  it  can  break 
the  threads  or  cast  them  off.  The  long,  narrow  razor  clams  must  send  quick  messages 
so  that  they  can  dig  themselves  speedily  out  of  the  way  of  the  push  and  pull  of  the 
breakers.  We  may  find  rocks  which  the  rock-boring  clams  have  filled  full  of  holes. 
This  they  were  able  to  do  by  anchoring  themselves  by  their  foot  and  turning  themselves 
slowly  round  and  round  until  they  bored  a hole  within  the  rock.  Here  they  were  able 
to  make  a home  for  themselves. 

So  you  see,  even  clams  and  other  molluscs  have  to  be  able  to  send  messages  from 
their  brains  to  the  other  parts  of  their  bodies  so  that  they  can  survive  in  the  places 
where  they  live. 

We  will  no  doubt  find  a great  many  traces  of  animal  and  plant  fife  on  the  beach. 
Do  come  on  time  so  that  we  won’t  have  to  wait  for  anyone.  — JANET  NICKELSBURG, 
Education  Chairman 

Mrs.  Janet  Nickelsburg  is  the  author  of  California  From  the  Mountains  to  the  Sea, 
a four-part  series  for  children  (ages  9 to  12)  recently  published  by  Coward-McCann. 
The  titles  in  this  interesting  new  series  are:  California’s  Climates,  California’s  Moun- 
tains, California’s  Land  and  Water,  and  California’s  Natural  Resources.  Mrs.  Nickels- 
burg’s  books  may  be  purchased  from  the  National  Audubon  Center,  2426  Bancroft  Way, 
Berkeley. 


COVEL'S  CONSERVATION  CORNER 

The  Alameda  City  Council  at  a packed  and  stormy  session  on  November  17,  after 
hearing  many  speakers  in  opposition  to  the  project,  voted  three  to  two  to  permit  Shore- 
line Properties  to  form  a reclamation  district  for  the  Bay  Farm  salt-marsh.  President 
Carl  Buchlieister  of  the  National  Audubon  Society  sent  a letter  to  the  Council  and  was 
further  represented  by  Dr.  Howard  Cogswell.  Members  of  the  Golden  Gate  Audubon 
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Society,  the  Sierra  Club,  Associated  Sportsmen,  and  some  Bay  Farm  and  Alameda 
residents  also  spoke  in  opposition  to  the  fill.  At  this  writing  the  Alameda  Woman  s 
Civic  Affairs  Committee  has  undertaken  a legal  action  against  the  project,  in  coopera- 
tion with  the  Conservation  Law  Society  of  America. 

We  listened  at  the  Tucson  Convention  to  shocking  accounts  of  continuing 
slaughter  of  our  birds  of  prey  in  some  of  the  States  as  given  by  Roland  Clement  of 
the  National  Audubon  Society,  and  to  a vivid,  and  at  time  humorous,  account  of 
predator  control  in  Oregon  by  James  Anderson  of  Portland.  Dr.  Walter  Spofford  of  the 
State  University  of  New  York  described  appalling  abuses  in  recent  golden  eagle 
“control”  in  New  Mexico  and  Texas,  where  these  valuable  rabbit  and  squirrel  destroyers 
were  falsely  accused  of  lamb  depredations.  We  admit  to  thinking  smugly  how  much 
progress  we  Californians  had  made  by  education  and  legislation  to  protect  our  birds 
of  prey.  But  since  returning  home  we’ve  seen  a wing-shot  golden  eagle  brought  to 
Lakeside  Park  from  the  Los  Banos  waterfowl  hunting  country,  and  we  heard  that 
some  nimrods  had  proudly  presented  at  a checking  station  two  fine  whistling  swans 
and  a white  pelican  to  be  checked  out  as  snow  geese! 

If  comparisons  with  much  darker  spots  on  the  Conservation  Map  will  help  our 
egos,  I might  submit  Mexico,  where  I found  again  this  year  that  thoughts  of  wildlife 
conservation  were  quite  foreign  to  most  of  the  country  and  village  folk.  Wardens  are 
far  apart  and  poorly  paid.  Big  time  “sports”  from  the  States  are  sometimes  to  blame 
for  abuses.  But  some  real  disciples  and  spokesmen  for  Conservation  are  arising  in 
Mexico  — like  Sr.  Miguel  Alvarez  del  Toro,  who  operates  the  little  museum  and  zoo 
way  down  in  Chiapas.  We  hope  the  gospel  will  spread  before  all  is  lost!  — PAUL  F. 
COVEL,  Conservation  Chairman 

NEW  CONSERVATION  SERIES  ON  KQED 

KQED  Channel  9,  San  Francisco,  announces  a new  weekly  series: 
THE  NATURE  OF  CONSERVATION  with  Georg  Treichel.  The  half  hour 
1965  programs  will  be  telecast  on  Monday  evenings  at  8 p.m.,  with  repeats 
later  each  week. 

The  first  five  programs  in  the  series  will  focus  on  (1)  San  Francisco 
Bay— January  4,  (2)  Grand  Canyon— January  11,  (3)  Lake  Tahoe— January' 
18,  (4)  an  African  Wildlife  Training  School— January  25,  and  (5)  Mt  Tam- 
alpais  and  the  parklands  of  Marin— February  1.  Individuals  desiring  infor- 
mation about  future  programs  in  the  series  may  write  to  KQED  Channel 
9,  San  Francisco  7,  requesting  to  be  placed  on  the  mailing  list  for  announce- 
ments relating  to  THE  NATURE  OF  CONSERVATION. 

NEXT  AUDUBON  WILDLIFE  FILM  - "WILDERNESS  TRAILS" 

Rugged  Rockies,  glacier  peaks,  steaming  geysers,  tundra,  mangrove 
swamps  and  golden  glades  with  their  contrasting  wildlife  are  featured  in 
“Wilderness  Trails”,  the  Audubon  Wildlife  Film  produced  by  Charles  T. 
Hotchkiss,  an  experienced  naturalist  and  photographer.  Mr.  Hotchkiss  will 
present  this  outstanding  film  in  the  Berkeley  Little  Theatre,  Allston  Way 
at  Grove  Street,  on  Wednesday,  January  27,  at  8 p.m.  (Tickets  may  be  pur- 
chased at  the  door  for  $1.50. ) 

Limpkins,  crocodile,  ibis,  mountain  goat  and  bighorn  sheep  are  among 
the  great  variety  of  wildlife  finding  protection  within  the  sanctuaries  cover- 
ed by  the  film,  which  includes  various  national,  state  and  private  preserves 
and  four  National  Parks.  A highlight  of  the  film  is  a hike  and  pack  trip  into 
the  Bridger  Wilderness  area  including  the  Wind  River  mountains.  A se- 
quence showing  a climb  to  the  top  of  historic  Fremont  Peak  reveals  the 


—4— 


1965 


THE  GULL 


JANUARY 


grandeur  of  one  of  America’s  largest  wilderness  areas,  still  locked  in  the 
ice  age.  Wilderness  Trails  ’ presents  a panorama  of  great  wildlife  sanctu- 
aries and  illustrates  a dramatic  reason  for  our  need  to  preserve  them. 

Charles  T.  Hotchkiss  and  his  wife,  Julie,  have  devoted  many  years  to 
nature  photography.  For  seven  years  Mr.  Hotchkiss  held  positions  as  Sea- 
sonal Ranger  and  Seasonal  Ranger-Naturalist  at  Grand  Teton,  Mt.  Mc- 
Kinley and  Everglades  National  Parks. 

PRESIDENT'S  MESSAGE 

The  start  of  a new  year  is  a time  for  measuring  past  accomplishments 
and  a time  for  setting  goals  for  future  achievements. 

In  the  past  year,  substantial  progress  was  made  nationally  by  Congress 
passing  several  bills  to  help  preserve  and  conserve  certain  areas.  The  citi- 
zens of  California  voted  a huge  bond  issue  to  help  provide  more  areas  for 
outdoor  recreation  and,  in  a sense,  conservation.  Marin  Audubon  Society 
and  Golden  Gate  Audubon  Society  have  made  visible  progress  in  having 
Audubon  Canyon  Ranch  more  usable  by  conservation-minded  persons. 

These  are  all  commendable  results.  They  are  signs  of  great  public 
interest  in  the  goals  of  preserving  and  conserving  for  us  and  future  genera- 
tions some  of  the  things  everyone  likes  and  wishes  for  more  time  to  enjoy. 
We  should  not  rest  on  past  accomplishments. 

As  a part  of  one  of  the  leading  national  organizations  conservationwise, 
we  individually  and  collectively  have  much  to  do  to  make  the  legal  achieve- 
ments practical  for  all.  There  is  still  much  to  be  done  on  both  the  national 
and  state  levels.  Closer  to  us  is  the  need  for  continual  advancement  of 
Golden  Gate  Audubon  Society  and  Audubon  Canyon  Ranch.  Many  of  us 
are  also  interested  in  helping  in  whatever  way  we  can  to  save  some  of  the 
unique  biological  areas  of  the  San  Francisco  Bay. 

The  officers  of  the  Golden  Gate  Audubon  Society  thank  each  of  you 
for  your  support  of  the  Society’s  activities  and  each  of  us  will  work  to 
merit  your  continued  support  in  the  future.  We  wish  you  a Happy  and 
Prosperous  New  Year.  — A.  WARREN  LARSON,  President. 

OAKLAND  CHRISTMAS  COUNT:  1964 

If  this  issue  reaches  you  in  time,  we  still  need  participants  for  the 
Oakland  Count  to  be  held  on  Sunday,  January  3.  If  you  can  spare  even 
a few  hours  to  help  count  birds,  your  participation  would  be  most  welcome. 
If  you  plan  to  go  on  the  Count  and  have  not  already  notified  the  compiler, 
please  do  so.  Do  you  know  of  any  bird  feeders  in  the  Oakland  area?  Feed- 
ers often  provide  rare  species  not  otherwise  found  on  the  Count.  Please 
let  the  compiler  know  of  any  feeders  in  the  area. 

There  will  be  a buffet  dinner  for  all  participants  at  the  home  of  Admiral 
and  Mrs.  R.  M.  Watt,  5927  Chelton  Drive,  Oakland,  at  6 p.m.  on  Count 
Day.  Please  notify  the  compiler  if  you  plan  to  attend.  Maps  will  be  furn- 
ished by  the  compiler  on  request,  showing  how  to  get  to  the  Watts’  home. 

“This  promises  to  be  the  best  Oakland  Christmas  Count  ever.  We  are 
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hoping  for  170  species,  probably  high  enough  for  third  place  in  the  nation. 
The  previous  high  count,  last  year,  was  165.  Please  plan  to  participate.” 
Compiler:  Art  Wang,  1060  Monterey  Ave.,  Berkeley,  LA  4-7399. 

NEW  MEMBERS  — We  welcome  the  following  new  members  to  our  Society: 
from  Berkeley,  Mr.  M.  C.  W.  Evans,  Miss  Alice  Victoria  Johnson,  Miss  Joyce 
Murphy,  Miss  Eileen  B.  Peck,  Mr.  Barry  M.  Schiller,  Mrs.  Plelen  C.  Stengel, 
Mr.  J.  M.  Webber,  Mr.  A.  C.  Wilson;  from  Oakland,  Mrs.  Marie  M.  Huckle; 
from  San  Francisco,  Dr.  Sterling  Bunnell,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  L.  DeGear, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  MacFarlane,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  C.  Turney,  Dr.  Barbara  E. 
Williams,  Mrs.  Alice  Winslow;  from  Walnut  Creek,  Mr.  Daniel  Charles 
Kroger.  — MARJORIE  N.  WILSON,  Membership  Chairman. 

BAY  FARM  ISLAND  — The  Alameda  Woman’s  Civic  Affairs  Committee 
is  asking  the  help  of  all  conservation-minded  citizens.  Through  the  Conservation  Law 
Society  of  America  they  are  undertaking  legal  action  in  an  effort  to  save  more  than 
900  acres  at  the  west  end  of  Bay  Farm  Island  and  surrounding  tide  and  submerged 
lands.  ( Shoreline  Properties,  Inc.  plans  a real  estate  development  in  this  nationally 
known  wildlife  area.)  Donations  in  any  amount  will  be  appreciated.  The  Treasurer  is 
Mrs.  Harlan  L.  Rutherford,  1714  Pearl  St.,  Alameda,  Calif.  — ELSIE  ROEMER,  Co- 
Chairman  of  the  Conservation  Subcommittee  for  the  group. 


FIELD  OBSERVATIONS 

A.  Laurence  Curl  observed  a dipper  at  Lake  Anza,  Tilden  Park,  Nov.  29. 

Among  recent  visitants  enhancing  the  scenery  at  BAY  FARM  ISLAND,  Alameda, 
were  a white-tailed  kite,  Nov.  17-20;  two  short-eared  owls,  Nov.  19  and  five  on  Dec.  17; 
a spotted  sandpiper,  Nov.  17,  19,  Dec.  1;  a white  pelican  and  a red-breasted  merganser’ 
Dec.  1. 

Claire  Heilman  discovered  an  American  bittern  in  the  salicomia  marsh  near  the 
S.F.  Bay  Bridge  toll  plaza  on  Nov.  17.  Lifting  his  legs  in  slow  motion,  the  bittern 
moved  to  within  about  20  feet  of  us,  pointed  his  bill  skyward  and  watched  us  with 
his  crossed,  yellow  eyes. 

On  Nov.  21  a blue-gray  gnatcatcher  appeared  in  Phyllis  Zweigart’s  yard  in 
Berkeley  (Edith  Street). 

Correction:  — After  we  had  proofread  the  November  Gull,  a “gremlin”  inserted 
the  wrong  introductory  line  for  the  paragraph  about  the  white-tailed  tropicbird  We 
must  correct  the  impression  that  Newport  Bay  has  moved  up  to  the  Salinas  River  mouth 
The  original  line  was  “Southern  California:  - Arnold  Small,  President  of  the  Los 
Angeles  Audubon  Society.” 


WHOOPING  CRANES  AMD  CALIFORNIA  CONDORS 

°f  41  wintering  whooping  cranes  were  counted  at  the  Aransas  National 
Wildlife  Refuge  in  Texas  Nevember  22  and  again,  confirming  the  number,  on  November 
24.  Refuge  personnel  who  made  the  census  said  the  total  included  31  adults  and  10 
young  birds  of  the  year.  Thus  the  wild,  migratory  flock  has  attained  its  highest  level 

GuS  *Dec  1 °Ver  die  SPedeS  bCgan  26  yeafS  ag0’  “ Auduhon  fader's  Conservation 

The  California  condor,  one  of  the  world’s  largest  birds  and  also  one  of  the  most 
endangered,  has  declined  m numbers  from  about  60  fifteen  years  ago  to  about  40  at 
present,  according  to  the  California  Condor  Research  Report  presented  at  the  National 
Audubon  Society  s Convention  in  Tucson,  November  7-11.  The  field  studies  on  the 
condor  were  conducted  over  the  past  two  years  by  Ian  and  Eben  McMillan  ranchers 
and  naturalists,  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Alden  H.  Miller,  director  of  the  U C Musrn^ 
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of  \ eiteorate  Zoology.  Dr.  Miller  and  the  McMillans  attributed  the  decline  of  the 
species  principally  to  one  factor:  the  wide  ranging  birds  are  being  shot  by  irresponsible 
01  ignorant  hunters  faster  than  the  breeding  pairs  can  replace  losses.  A breeding  pair 
of  condors  normally  lays  only  one  egg  every  two  years.  President  Carl  Buchheister 
pledged  lost  the  National  Audubon  Society  would  employ  an  additional  condor  warden 
and  would  launch  an  educational  program  designed  to  reach  persons  who  might  shoot 
at  the  birds  not  knowing  they  are  members  of  an  endangered  species. 

^ Two  unusual  photographs  of  California  condors  by  Kathleen  Hoover,  a member 
of  Golden  Gate  Audubon  Society,  appeared  with  a timely  article,  “Protect  the  Condor,” 
in  the  S an  Francisco  Chronicle,  November  29.  Also  timely  is  a new  book,  California’s 
Condor:  Vanishing  American,  by  Dick  Smith  and  Robert  Easton  (published  by  McNally 
and  Loftin). 


BIOCHEMICAL  STUDIES  ON  BIRD  CLASSIFICATION 

On  field  trips  and  beachcombing  walks,  please  watch  for  dead  birds  for  Professor 
Allan  Wilson  of  the  U.C.  Department  of  Biochemistry,  who  is  making  biochemical 
studies  on  the  classification  of  birds.  In  a letter  to  The  Gull  Professor  Wilson  writes: 

“The  biochemical  compounds  I study  are  called  enzymes  and  they  are  stable  in 
the  tissues  of  dead  birds  for  several  days  at  room  temperature,  for  more  than  a week  in 
a refrigerator  and  for  many  years  in  a freezer  ...  I am  particularly  interested  in 
obtaining  shorebirds,  (especially  tumstones,  surfbirds,  oystercatchers  and  phalaropes) 
and  gallinaceous  birds.” 

Dead  birds  should  be  delivered  to  Allan  Wilson,  Assistant  Professor  of  Biochem- 
istry, 401  Biochemistry  Building,  University  of  California,  Berkeley,  Calif.  94720. 
Telephone  TH  5-6000,  Ext.  4661). 


MEMORIAL  GIFTS  FOR  AUDUBON  CANYON  RANCH 


In  Memory  of: 

Bert  Harwell 

for  the  Bert  Harwell  Nature  Trail 

» yy  ’>  ” 

» yy  » » 

,,  yy  » yy 

» yy  » yy 

,y  yy  yy  yy 

Dr.  Frances  Carter 
Spencer  Beckwith 
Henry  Walter  Gibbons 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  S.  H.  Finley 

Mrs.  Hazel  de  Silva 
» » » 

William  W.  Cootes 


Gift  of: 

Alfred  M.  Bailey 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Franklyn  W.  Oatman 
Mrs.  B.  T.  Rocca 
Roger  Tory  Peterson 
G.  Clifford  Carl 
Simon  Rositzky 
Virginia  W.  Havens 
Margaret  Mil  wain 
Mrs.  Edwin  D.  Woodruff 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Knox  H.  Finley 
Edith  Gamer 
Thecla  Garvey 
Blanche  R.  Mack 
Miss  Virginia  L.  Short 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Albert  Boles 
Helen  Bell  Bruton 


Mrs.  O.  L.  Wall 
Mr.  Charles  Rubino 
Cecil  Gerrity 

— DR.  ALBERT  BOLES,  Sanctuary  & Memorial  Fund  Chairman 


Instead  of  bestowing  gifts  upon  each  other,  conservation-minded  members  of 
Rerkelev  Garden  Club  donated  their  money  at  a Christmas  party  to  the  Audubon 
Canyon  Ranch fund  ^cording  to  the  Nov.  29th  Oakh»i  Tribute. 
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Claims  for  missing  numbers  of  THE  GULL  should  be  sent  to  the  Editor.  Changes  of  address  should  be 
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Monthly  meetings  second  Thursday,  7:30  p.m.  Joint  Membership,  Local  and  National,  $8.50  per  year, 
includes  AUDUBON  MAGAZINE  and  THE  GULL.  Subscription  to  THE  GULL  separately  $2.00  per  year. 

Visit  the  Conservation  Center  of  the  NATIONAL  AUDUBON  SOCIETY 
2426  Bancroft  Way,  Berkeley,  California  94701  TH  8-4042 
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